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PECHS has PEP

Please see PEP Club Page 2

Middle School library 
boosts student reading

Story Page 4

It all began last Spring during lunch, when 
a group of Prince Edward County High 
School faculty members casually discussed 
how the spirit and overall image of the high 
school could be changed for the better.  That 
initial discussion led to the formation of the 
Prince Edward Potential (PEP) Club.  

Physical Education teacher Janet Green, 
English teacher Mary Cook, Spanish teacher 
Yris Vaca-Burgos, and School Counselor 
Dominique Foster provide leadership for the 
group, whose goal is to promote the positive 
image of PECHS to community, faculty/staff, 
and students.  In addition, the PEP Club pro-
motes raising the bar for learning, behavior, 

21st Century Community Learn-
ing Center underway at PECPS

Prince Edward stu-
dents in grades 7-12 
truly have something 
to be excited about this 
year!  Prince Edward 
Middle and High School 
students are now eligible 
to participate in a variety 
of new activities, thanks 
to a 21st Century Com-
munity Learning Cen-
ters grant received in 
late August.

The 21st Century 
Community Learning 
Centers program sup-
ports the creation of op-
portunities for academic 
enrichment during non-
school hours for chil-
dren.  The program helps 
students meet state and 
local standards in core 
academic subjects, such 
as reading and math-
ematics.  Enrichment ac-
tivities such as strategy 
games, tennis lessons, 
and swimming comple-
ment regular academic 
programs.  Families ben-
efit from the program 
by receiving literacy 
assistance, counseling, 
parent workshops, and 
other educational ser-
vices.  Field trips to lo-
cal events, colleges, and 
museums are provided 
free of charge, thanks to 
grant funding and part-  

as well as youth devel-
opment activities, drug 
and violence prevention, 
counseling, art, music, 
recreation, technology 
education, and character 
education. 
   Prince Edward Coun-
ty Middle School and 
Prince Edward County 
High School 21st Centu-
ry Learning Centers are 
already underway, and 
both still have openings 
for students and families 
interested in joining the 
fun. Please contact the 
school office  for more 
information on how to 
participate.

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
dedicated the Barbara Rose Johns Auditorium 
(PECHS), the Rev. L. Francis Griffin, Sr. Gymnasium 
(PECMS), and the Dr. James M. Anderson, Jr. Confer-
ence Room (School Board Office) during the Honor-
ing Our Legacy program. The celebration included the 
unveiling of permanent portrait plaques to be installed 
at each of the three locations.  More photos on Page 3.  

by Dr. Julie Gilliam, PECPS Executive Director of Curriculum and Instruction

nerships.
  Our community plays 
a very important role 
in the success of the 
program by providing 
resources and fund-
ing for many activities.  
Our current 21st Cen-
tury community part-
ners include Virginia 
Cooperative Extension, 
Virginia Employment 
Commission, Farmville 
Area Habitat for Hu-
manity, Central Virginia 
Regional Library, Call 
Me Mister (Longwood 
University), Center for 
Financial Responsibility 
(Longwood University), 
Virginia State Parks-
District 4, We Under-
stand Youth Outreach, 
Crossroads Community 
Services, Southside Vir-
ginia Community Col-
lege, Hampden-Sydney 
College, and Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute.  
These partners are a crit-
ical element for the pro-
gram, and offer a wide 
variety of opportunities 
for literacy and related 
educational develop-
ment for students and 
their families.
  The goal of the pro-
gram is to provide op-
portunities for academic 
tutoring and enrichment,
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    The group plans to produce a 
faculty/staff newsletter in the near 
future to increase workplace con-
nectivity.
    Principal Zoltan Kerestely is 
pleased with the PEP Club. “I ap-
preciate the great work that the 
PEP Club has done acknowledging 
our hardworking and very deserv-
ing teachers. And, they have re-
ally helped students recognize and 
demonstrate positive behaviors.”  
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Edible Schoolyard grows 
into 2nd year at PECMS

PEP. continued from page 1
and overall school spirit.  So far, 
the group has already produced 
positive effects in the school.  
    One of the PEP Club’s early ef-
forts has been to place small poster 
frames by each classroom door.  
Teachers post motivational posters 
in the frames, changing them peri-
odically.  Senior Makayla Booker 
said, “Some posters make you 
think of past things you have gone 
through, while others motivate you 
to get through the challenges you 
are facing now.”
    The PEP Club recognizes fac-
ulty and staff with monthly bulle-
tin boards and birthday cakes.  In 
addition, they oversee the morning 
video news broadcasts, and su-
pervise student “success” videos 
and public service announcements 
promoting positive behavior.  Se-
lected students are honored each 
month as Elite Eagles. One teacher 
is specially honored each month as 
Teacher of the Month, which in-
cludes a special reserved parking 
space for the entire month. 

Middle School Weatherman
Prince Edward Middle School sixth grader Ronny Carricato recently 

spent an exciting morning at Channel 8 in Richmond as a WRIC “Kid-
Caster.”  KidCaster is a WRIC News promotion that invites kids to submit 
short video clips in which they present a weather forecast. Video submis-
sions are shown during the Monday through Thursday broadcasts of Good 
Morning Richmond.  On Friday, one of the four children whose video 
has aired is invited to come to the studio and cohost a live weather seg-
ment with WRIC weatherman Matt DiNardo. Ronny Carricato’s video 
clip aired on Monday, September 21, 2015.  A few days later, Ronny re-
ceived an email from DiNardo, inviting him to come to the station.  Ronny 
presented the weather live with DiNardo on Good Morning Richmond  
during the Friday, October 9 broadcast. His video submission, as well as 
his on-air performance. can be viewed on the WRIC website.  Ronny is 
the son of Ronny and Kenetta Carricato of Farmville. He got his start in 
broadcasting as a member of the Prince Edward Elementary School news 
team in fourth grade, and is currently a member of the PECMS broadcast 
crew.  Someday, he would like to have a career in broadcasting.    

by Barbara Rice, PECMS faculty

What if Prince Edward County Public Schools had a community gar-
den? What if students were the ones growing the vegetables that would 
then be served in the cafeteria?  And so began the Facebook conversation  
in June 2014 between several PECPS parents.  Dr. Heather Lettner-Rust’s 
thought-provoking question was prompted by a story on National Pub-
lic Radio about community gardens at public schools.  According to Dr. 
Lettner-Rust, Longwood University English professor and parent of two 
PECPS students, “Connecting science and the outdoors is a hands-on way 
to help kids see the connectedness of many subjects.  We have science, 
math, health, economics, and more.  This cross-curricular connection is 
our goal in college thinking.  Why wait until then?”  

The center courtyard at PECMS was an ideal location; it was enclosed 
for safety, had plenty of room, water, and electrical connections, and re-
ceived plenty of sunlight.  Once the project was approved by the super-
intendent and PECMS administration, maintenance staff aided in clear-
ing the courtyard, and the project was underway.  With the assistance of 
extension agents Jennifer Bowen and Caitlin Miller, and some energetic 
and supportive parents, a planning meeting was held to identify available 
resources. With the help of parental donations and a small grant, the first 
raised beds were in place at the beginning of the 2014-15 school year.  
By September, the Edible Schoolyard had four raised beds with various 
lettuces, onions, carrots, kale, broccoli, oregano, and mint.  Each week, 
students harvested the lettuce, which was then prepared by the cafeteria 
staff for that day’s lunch.  

As the school year continued, student investigations focused on prob-
lem solving and cross-curricular activities that reinforced the 7 Habits of 
the Leader in Me program.  They were assigned jobs ranging from picking 
produce to watering seeds in the classroom greenhouse, to supervising 
class volunteers. The advanced class created a site map which involved 
collaborating with their team members to determine the most effective 
layout of future raised beds. Students also investigated solar energy.  Art 
was incorporated into the project in an Edible Schoolyard logo design 
contest. Mr. Jake Morgan introduced Aquaponics into the garden, where 
students discovered that green bean and lettuce seeds germinated faster 
than by using conventional methods. 

In just over a year, the PECMS courtyard was transformed into the Ed-
ible Schoolyard, complete with a Zen garden, nine raised vegetable beds, 
a classroom greenhouse, and an Aquaponics system. Additional beds are 
planned as problem-based learning activities to promote STEM skills. 
What was once an overgrown area of the schoolyard is now an exciting, 
productive outdoor classroom.  Parent Kelly Mahone Dudley summed it 
up: “Want to inspire children about the world they live in and empower 
them to be lifelong learners? Do more of this!”   
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 PECPS Honoring Our Legacy program PECES students at-
tend Virginia Chil-
dren’s Book Festi-
val at Longwood

Top left: Prince Edward County High School National Honor Society members Erin 
Copeland and Brady Atkins serve as ushers at the newly named Barbara Rose Johns 
Auditorium. Top right: Community members and honored guests fill the auditorium.  
Middle left: Master of Ceremonies Ken Woodley welcomes the crowd as he opens the 
program. Middle right: PECPS School Board Chairman Russell Dove and Division 
Superintendent Dr. K. David Smith unveil the permanent photo plaques honoring Bar-
bara Rose Johns, Rev. L. Francis Griffin, Sr., and Dr. James M. Anderson, Jr.  Bottom 
left:  The Race Street Baptist Church Choir entertains during the program.  Bottom 
right:  Barbara Rose Johns’ family members admire her commemorative plaque fol-
lowing the ceremony. Photos by PECHS student Jeanae Jones.

All Prince Edward County El-
ementary School students experi-
enced an exciting literary event on 
Friday, October 16 when they took 
the short bus ride to Longwood 
University to attend the Virginia 
Children’s Book Festival. The 
festival, in its second year, gave 
children the opportunity to partici-
pate in sessions with some of the 
foremost children’s authors and il-
lustrators.

“All of the children were very 
excited and had a wonderful time,” 
said PECES librarian Kathy Big-
gers.  Pre-K and Kindergarten stu-
dents attended a session with illus-
trator Todd Parr, whose books were 
very familiar because Mrs. Biggers 
had introduced the children to them 
during recent library visits. The 
students in grades 1-2 sat in on a 
session with author Sophie Black-
all, while third and fourth graders 
attended the session with author 
Duncan Tonatiuh.

This year’s festival featured 
several acclaimed children’s book 
authors and illustrators, including 
National Book Award winner Jac-
queline Woodson, Newbery Medal 
winner Kwame Alexander, New-
bery Honor author Cece Bell, and 
Newbery Medal winning illustrator 
Basil Ering.

According to Biggers, the au-
thors talked about their books and 
how they come up with ideas and 
how they write the books. They 
also discussed books in progress.  
The illustrators explained how they 
draw for specific authors.

Kindergarten student Emma 
Kerestely enjoyed the event. “I 
thought the underwear book was 
funny.  The goodbye book made 
me sad.  I would love to have Todd 
Parr come to our school,” she said.

PECES Principal Carolyn Jones 
said, “The Virginia Children’s 
Book Festival was a wonderful op-
portunity for the students to experi-
ence the creative process of writing 
and illustrating children’s litera-
ture.  We look forward to partici-
pating in this event in the future.”
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PECMS library changes create reading surge

 
   

    The Prince Edward Eagles had more to celebrate after its 35-0 blowout 
over local rival Cumberland on October 16 than just the big win.  Senior 
running back Delquan “DaDa” Bigelow, #4,  went down in school history 
by breaking not one, but two longstanding school records.  In the victory 
over the Dukes, he gained 246 yards, breaking the school record of total 
yards in a single season with 1,476 yards.  The school record for touch-
downs in a single season was also broken when Bigelow added three TDs 
for a new record of 21. “Breaking the records is a dream come true,” said 
Bigelow, “but I worked hard for it.” Senior center Deshawn Brown said, 
“I’ve been blocking for DaDa since we were six years old in youth league.  
It was so cool to be there for him when he broke the records.”  Delquan is 
the son of Tina Bigelow of Farmville and John Robertson of Cumberland.    

The PECMS library has become more than a library--it’s a catalyst for 
change in the reading habits of PECPS middle schoolers. 28-year veteran 
librarian Cheryl Tharp is new to the division this year, but she has trans-
formed the library in her short time here by culling outdated and damaged 
books and adding almost 2,000 new books to the shelves.  In addition, the 
Accelerated Reader program, already in place at the elementary school, is 
now thriving at the middle school. Students are awarded points for taking 
AR tests, and prizes are awarded for accumulated points. Classes come in 
to experience  the new library and use the computers. Students can check 
out two books at a time.  In addition, the library is now open after school 
because of the 21st Century Grant.  The library changes have led to a 
large increase in checked-out books.  Students are reading during lunch 
and even while walking in the hallways.  “I love seeing the excitement of 
the students with the new books. My favorite part of being a librarian is 
when they return a book and tell me how much they liked it,” said Tharp, 
pictured below left with enthusiastic sixth-grade reader Kacie Reamer.

Eagles running back Bigelow shatters records




